
Last month, we presented at the Council of Educational Facility Planners International (CEFPI) Annual World 
Conference. Our presentation explored how, in an increasingly flattened world, a focus on providing an 
outstanding 21st century education will be the differentiator in how we compete at a global scale.  As a 
significant part of our research, we created a survey to help us understand the public myths, realities and 
perceptions of our current educational model and where we need to be in the future. 

Our survey included students, teachers, parents, school administrators and other concerned citizens.  
We appreciate everyone who took the time to participate.  We’d like to share the quantitative results.  

Which of the following best currently describes you:
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What type of environment is most conducive to learning? 

How is learning best achieved? 

4%

2%

17%

21%

24%

32% Indoor Informal
Indoor Formal
Outdoor Informal
Indoor Social
Outdoor Formal
Open Classroom
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Small Groups
In A Seminar
Large Lecture
Alone
With a Partner
One on One with a Teacher
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What skills are most important for teachers to instill in students? 
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Interest in Life-Long Learning
Curiosity
Time Management
Self-Directed Learning
Adaptability to Change
Ability to Work on a Team

What skills are most important for the upcoming generation to master? 
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21% Problem Solving
Critical Thinking
Technological Skills
Leadership
Communication
Collaboration
Global Culture
Languages
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How much additional money would you be willing to pay annually to improve our education system?
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$0
$500
$1,000
$2,500
$5,000
Other

How important is it to customize education to cater to individual student needs?
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Not Important
Don’t Know
Somewhat Important
Very Important
Other
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Learning  in the 21st century is both physical and virtual. Which setting best accommodates these types of learning?
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Computer Lab
Interactive Visuals
Lecture Space
Typical Classroom
Individual Computer
Mediascape
Distance Learning Lab

Which learning methodology will best provide students with the kills they’ll need to be competitive in the 21st century?
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Traditional Method
Montessori Method
Project-Based Method
Systems-Thinking Method
E-Learning Method
Quest-to-Learn Method
The Big Picture School Method
Singapore’s Teach Less, Learn More Method
Other
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Which of the following resources has the most impact on the state of today’s education? 

What if students could choose how they wanted to learn each day. Which level of interaction best supports learning throughout the day? 
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By Yourself
With a Partner
One on One with a Teacher
In Small Teams (3-5 people)
In Large Teams (8-12 people)
In a Medium-Size Classroom (12-24 People)
In a Large-Size Classroom (24-36 People)
In an Auditorium-Size Classroom (more than 40 people)
A Mix of All the Above
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Teacher
Parents
Physical Space
Technology
Money
Time
Other
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